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‘EU Integration seen through statistics’ presents key statistical facts on 18 major European 

policy areas. The statistics show the progress the European Union has made but also 

the issues that remain. Subjects such as world trade, government debt, migration, 

environment, information society and dependency on energy imports are treated. The 

publication provides an overview on similarities and differences between the economies 

and societies of the EU. The statistical information is generally given both for the total 

of the European Union (EU-25 or EU-15) and for its Member States. When available, 

statistics are also provided for EU candidate countries, Japan, the United States and 

other countries.

Each chapter treats one European policy area, starting with a one page introduction 

to the policy context. Selected statistical tables and graphs then illustrate the facts. All 

statistics within the publication as well as a vast range of further statistics are available 

free of charge from the Eurostat webpage at http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat.

Eurostat is the Statistical Office of the European Communities. Its task is to gather and analyse 

figures from the different European statistical offices in order to provide comparable and 

harmonised data for the European Union to use in the definition, implementation and analysis 

of Community policies. Its statistical products and services are also of great value to Europe’s 

business community, professional organisations, academics, librarians, NGOs, the media and 

citizens.

As part of the dissemination policy, Eurostat has developed its website. All Eurostat publications 

are downloadable free of charge in PDF format from the website. Furthermore, Eurostat’s 

databases are freely available there, as are tables with the most frequently used and demanded 

short- and long-term indicators.

Eurostat has set up with the members of the ‘European statistical system’ a network of support 

centres which will exist in nearly all Member States as well as in some EFTA countries. Their 

mission is to provide help and guidance to Internet users of European statistical data. Contact 

details for this support network can be found on our Internet site.

Eurostat

EUROSTAT

L-2920 Luxembourg — Tel. (352) 43 01.1 — http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
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Preface

This publication provides you with an overview about the ongoing integration process of the European 

Union in 18 major policy areas covered by the statistical themes of Eurostat. 

Gwtquvcv"ku"vjg"Uvcvkuvkecn"QhÝeg"qh"vjg"Gwtqrgcp"Eqoowpkvkgu0"Kv"ycu"guvcdnkujgf"kp"Nwzgodqwti"kp"3;75"

vq"oggv"vjg"uvcvkuvkecn"tgswktgogpvu"qh"vjg"Eqcn"cpf"Uvggn"Eqoowpkv{0"Yjgp"vjg"Gwtqrgcp"Eqoowpkv{"

ycu" hqwpfgf" kp"3;7:."Gwtquvcv"dgecog"c"Fktgevqtcvg/Igpgtcn" *FI+"qh" vjg"Gwtqrgcp"Eqookuukqp0" Kp"

its role to supply harmonised statistics about the European Union, it collects data on the EU integration 

rtqeguu"ukpeg"oqtg"vjcp"72"{gctu0

Measuring the progress of EU integration, its opportunities and challenges, needs a solid basis of reliable 

and objective data. On the one hand, decision-makers at EU level and in the Member States, be it local 

governments or businesses, need statistical data to make informed decisions. On the other hand, the 

public and media refer increasingly to statistics for an accurate picture of society.

Eurostat gets most of its data from the national statistical authorities in the Member States. It then 

processes, analyses and publishes that data at a European level, following common statistical concepts, 

ogvjqfu." cpf"uvcpfctfu0"Gwtquvcv" fgÝpgu" eqooqp"ogvjqfqnqikgu" vqigvjgt"ykvj" vjg"Ogodgt"Uvcvgu."

consolidates the data collected in each country, ensures that it is harmonised and as comparable as 

rquukdng."cpf"vjgp"etgcvgu"Gwtqrgcp"ciitgicvgu"hqt"vjg"47"Ogodgt"Uvcvgu"cpf"vjg"gwtq"ctgc0"Kv"vjgp"

publishes most of these data and analyses on its website and in many cases also in the form of paper 

publications.

Vjg"tqng"qh"Gwtquvcv"jcu"ejcpigf"cpf"fgxgnqrgf"kp"nkpg"ykvj"Eqoowpkv{"rqnkekgu0"Hqt"gzcorng."kp"tgegpv"

years economic and monetary statistics, in particular a set of Principal European Economic Indicators 

*RGGKu+." jcxg" dggp" fgxgnqrgf" vq" rtqxkfg" c" tcrkf" Þqy" qh" kphqtocvkqp" eqxgtkpi" vjg" gwtq" ctgc" vq" vjg"

Gwtqitqwr"cpf"vjg"Gwtqrgcp"Egpvtcn"Dcpm0"Cv"vjg"ucog"vkog."Gwtquvcv"jcu"uwrrqtvgf"cpf"gpeqwtcigf"

vjg"fgxgnqrogpv"qh"uvcvkuvkecn"u{uvgou"ykvjkp"vjg"Ecpfkfcvg"eqwpvtkgu."Yguvgtp"Dcnmcpu."cpf"Gwtqrgcp"

Neighbourhood Policy countries, driving a process of statistical harmonisation.

K"jqrg"{qw"yknn"Ýpf"vjku"rwdnkecvkqp"wughwn"cpf"vjcv" kv"yknn"gpeqwtcig"{qw"vq"nqqm"hqt"hwtvjgt"kphqtocvkqp"

about Eurostat and about available statistics. Please consult our website, which offers you free access 

to nearly all of Eurostat’s data as well as to methodological information and to all Eurostat statistical 

rwdnkecvkqpu"kp"RFH"hqtocv."cv"jvvr<11ge0gwtqrc0gw

Jgtxfi"Ecttfi."Fktgevqt/Igpgtcn
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List of abbreviations and acronyms

Member States

EU   European Union

EU/EC" " Gwtqrgcp"Wpkqp"1"Gwtqrgcp"Eqoowpkv{"qt"Eqoowpkvkgu
EU-25  vjg"47"Ogodgt"Uvcvgu"qh"vjg"Gwtqrgcp"Wpkqp
EU-15  vjg"37"Ogodgt"Uvcvgu"qh"vjg"Gwtqrgcp"Wpkqp"wpvkn"520604226
EU/EC-9" vjg";"Ogodgt"Uvcvgu"qh"vjg"Gwtqrgcp"Wpkqp"*DG."FM."FG."HT."KG."KV."NW."PN."WM+
EU/EC-6" vjg"8"Ogodgt"Uvcvgu"qh"vjg"Gwtqrgcp"Wpkqp"*DG."FG."HT."KV."NW."PN+
Euro area GWT/33"*DG."FG."GU."HT."KG."KV.NW."PN."CV."RV."HK+"wpvkn"5303404222

GWT/34""htqo"30304223
EUR-12  vjg"gwtq"ctgc"ykvj"34"eqwpvtkgu"rctvkekrcvkpi"*DG."FG."GN."GU."HT."KG."KV."NW."PN."CV.RV."HK+
BE  Dgnikwo
CZ   E¦gej"Tgrwdnke
DK   Fgpoctm
DE   Igtocp{
EE   Estonia

EL   Itggeg
ES   Spain

FR   Htcpeg
IE   Ireland

IT   Italy

CY   E{rtwu
LV   Ncvxkc
LT   Nkvjwcpkc
LU   Nwzgodqwti
HU   Hungary

MT   Malta

NL   Netherlands

AT   Cwuvtkc
PL   Poland

PT   Portugal

SI   Slovenia

SK   Slovakia

FI   Hkpncpf
SE   Sweden

UK   Wpkvgf"Mkpifqo

Acceding* and candidate countries

BG   Dwnictkc"*,+
HR   Etqcvkc
MK*4+"" " Hqtogt"[wiquncx"Tgrwdnke"qh"Ocegfqpkc
RO   Tqocpkc"*,+
TR   Turkey

*2+"Rtqxkukqpcn"eqfg"yjkej"fqgu"pqv"rtglwfig"kp"cp{"yc{"vjg"fgÝpkvkxg"pqogpencvwtg"hqt"vjku"eqwpvt{."yjkej"yknn"dg"citggf"hqnnqykpi"vjg"eqpenwukqp"qh"pgiqvkcvkqpu"
currently taking place on this subject at the United Nations.

Other countries and territories

AR   Ctigpvkpc
BR   Dtc¦kn
CA   Ecpcfc
CH   Uykv¦gtncpf
CN   Ejkpc
D-W   vgttkvqt{"qh"vjg"hqtogt"Yguv"Igtocp{
IS   Iceland

JP   Japan

LI   Nkgejvgpuvgkp
NO   Norway

RU   Twuukcp"Hgfgtcvkqp
US   Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu"qh"Cogtkec

2005_2292_3.indd   8 28-07-2006   15:39:27

Page is color controlled with Prinect Printready ColorCarver 2.0.50Copyright 2004 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AGTo view actual document colors and color spaces, pleasedownload free Prinect Color Editor (Viewer) Plug-In from:http://www.heidelberg.comApplied Color Management Settings:Output Intent (Press Profile): ISOcoated.iccRGB Image:Profile: ECI_RGB.icmRendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noRGB Graphic:Profile: ECI_RGB.icmRendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent Image:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent Graphic:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noTurn R=G=B (Tolerance 0.5%) Graphic into Gray: yesCMM for overprinting CMYK graphic: noGray Image: Apply CMYK Profile: noGray Graphic: Apply CMYK Profile: noTreat Calibrated RGB as Device RGB: noTreat Calibrated Gray as Device Gray: yesRemove embedded non-CMYK Profiles: noRemove embedded CMYK Profiles: yesApplied Miscellaneous Settings:All Colors to knockout: noPure black to overprint: noTurn Overprint CMYK White to Knockout: yesTurn Overprinting Device Gray to K: yesEnable Overprint in Device CMYK: yesCreate "All" from 4x100% CMYK: yesDelete "All" Colors: noConvert "All" to K: no



Other abbreviations and acronyms

6EAP" " ukzvj"Gwtqrgcp"gpxktqpogpvcn"cevkqp"rtqitcoog
AAGR  average annual growth rate

BMI   dqf{"ocuu"kpfgz
CAP   common agricultural policy

CFP" " Eqooqp"Ýujgtkgu"rqnke{
DG   Fktgevqtcvg/Igpgtcn
EAGGF " Gwtqrgcp"Citkewnvwtcn"Iwkfcpeg"cpf"Iwctcpvgg"Hwpf
ECB   Gwtqrgcp"Egpvtcn"Dcpm
ECHP   Gwtqrgcp"Eqoowpkv{"jqwugjqnf"rcpgn
EEA   Gwtqrgcp"Geqpqoke"Ctgc"*GW"-"GHVC"eqwpvtkgu"ykvjqwv"Uykv¦gtncpf+
EFTA   Gwtqrgcp"Htgg"Vtcfg"Cuuqekcvkqp"*EJ."KU."NK."PQ+
EPO   Gwtqrgcp"Rcvgpv"QhÝeg
ERDF   Gwtqrgcp"Tgikqpcn"Fgxgnqrogpv"Hwpf
ERM" " gzejcpig"tcvg"ogejcpkuo
ESF   Gwtqrgcp"Uqekcn"Hwpf
Esspros  European system of integrated social protection statistics

EU-SILC  EU statistics on income and living conditions

Eurostat  vjg"Uvcvkuvkecn"QhÝeg"qh"vjg"Gwtqrgcp"Eqoowpkvkgu
Ex-GDR hqtogt"Igtocp"Fgoqetcvke"Tgrwdnke
FAO   Hqqf"cpf"Citkewnvwtg"Qticpkucvkqp"*WP+
FDI   Hqtgkip"fktgev"kpxguvogpv
FIFG" " Hkpcpekcn"Kpuvtwogpv"hqt"Hkujgtkgu"Iwkfcpeg
GDP   gross domestic product

GHGs   greenhouse gases

GNI   gross national income

GT   gross tonnage

GVA   gross value added

HICP   jctoqpkugf"kpfgz"qh"eqpuwogt"rtkegu
ICT   Kpuvkvwvg"qh"Eqorwvgt"Vgejpqnqi{1kphqtocvkqp"cpf"eqoowpkecvkqp"vgejpqnqi{
IMF   Kpvgtpcvkqpcn"Oqpgvct{"Hwpf
Interreg II" Eqoowpkv{"kpkvkcvkxg"eqpegtpkpi"dqtfgt"fgxgnqrogpv."etquu/dqtfgt"eqqrgtcvkqp"cpf"ugngevgf"gpgti{"

networks

ISCED   kpvgtpcvkqpcn"uvcpfctf"encuukÝecvkqp"qh"gfwecvkqp
ISPO   Kphqtocvkqp"Uqekgv{"Rtqoqvkqp"QhÝeg
IT   information technology

LMP   labour market policy

LUZ" " nctigt"wtdcp"¦qpg
NACE  igpgtcn"kpfwuvtkcn"encuukÝecvkqp"qh"geqpqoke"cevkxkvkgu"ykvjkp"vjg"Gwtqrgcp"Eqoowpkvkgu
n.e.c.   pqv"gnugyjgtg"encuukÝgf
n.e.s.   pqv"gnugyjgtg"urgekÝgf
NGO  non governmental organisation

NMVOC Pqp/Ogvjcpg"Xqncvkng"Qticpke"Eqorqwpfu
NUTS   pqogpencvwtg"qh"vgttkvqtkcn"wpkvu"hqt"uvcvkuvkeu"*Gwtquvcv+"*PWVU"3."4."gve0+
ODA" " QhÝekcn"fgxgnqrogpv"cuukuvcpeg
OECD   Qticpkucvkqp"hqt"Geqpqoke"Eqqrgtcvkqp"cpf"Fgxgnqrogpv
OECD-DAC  Qticpkucvkqp"hqt"Geqpqoke"Eqqrgtcvkqp"cpf"Fgxgnqrogpv"Ï"Fgxgnqrogpv"Cuukuvcpeg"Eqookvvgg
OMC  open method of coordination

PPS   purchasing power standard

R & D   research and development

SME" " Uocnn"cpf"ogfkwo/uk¦gf"gpvgtrtkug
TOP" " vtqrqurjgtke"q¦qpg"rtgewtuqtu"
UN   United Nations

Unctad  United Nations conference on trade and development

URBAN Eqoowpkv{"kpkvkcvkxg"eqpegtpkpi"wtdcp"ctgcu
USPTO  Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu"Rcvgpv"cpf"Vtcfgoctm"QhÝeg
VAT   xcnwg"cffgf"vcz
WTO   Yqtnf"Vtcfg"Qticpkucvkqp

Units of measurement

Bn   dknnkqp"*3"222"oknnkqp+
ha  hectare

Mio. t.  million tonnes

Mio EURO million euro

tkm  tonne-km
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1. The EU in the world

Vjg"GW"jcu"itqyp"kp"uk¦g"ykvj"uweeguukxg"ycxgu"qh"ceeguukqpu0"Fgpoctm."Ktgncpf"cpf"vjg"Wpkvgf"Mkpifqo"
lqkpgf"Dgnikwo."Igtocp{."Htcpeg." Kvcn{." Nwzgodqwti"cpf" vjg"Pgvjgtncpfu" kp" 3;95." hqnnqygf"d{"Itggeg" kp"
3;:3."Urckp"cpf"Rqtvwicn"kp"3;:8"cpf"Cwuvtkc."Hkpncpf"cpf"Uygfgp"kp"3;;70"Vjg"Gwtqrgcp"Wpkqp"ygneqogf"
32"pgy"eqwpvtkgu"kp"4226<"E{rtwu."vjg"E¦gej"Tgrwdnke."Guvqpkc."Jwpict{."Ncvxkc."Nkvjwcpkc."Ocnvc."Rqncpf."
Unqxcmkc"cpf"Unqxgpkc0"Dwnictkc"cpf"Tqocpkc"ctg"gzrgevgf"vq"hqnnqy"kp"4229="yjkng"Etqcvkc"cpf"Vwtmg{"dgicp"
ogodgtujkr"pgiqvkcvkqpu"kp"42270

In economic, trade and monetary terms, the European Union has become a major world power. It has 

eqpukfgtcdng" kpÞwgpeg"ykvjkp" kpvgtpcvkqpcn"qticpkucvkqpu"uwej"cu" vjg"Yqtnf"Vtcfg"Qticpkucvkqp"*YVQ+." vjg"
urgekcnkuv"dtcpejgu"qh"vjg"Wpkvgf"Pcvkqpu"*WP+"cpf"cv"yqtnf"uwookvu"qp"vjg"gpxktqpogpv"cpf"fgxgnqrogpv0"
The EU as a unit has much more economic, social, technological, commercial and political “clout” than the 

individual efforts of its Member States, even when taken together. There is added value in acting as one and 

speaking with a single voice as the European Union. 

Key facts

ÿ Vjg"GW/47"jcf"c"rqrwncvkqp"kp"4226"qh"pgctn{"460 million people."eqorctgf"ykvj"lwuv"qxgt"4;2"oknnkqp"kp"
vjg"WU"cpf"cnoquv"352"oknnkqp"kp"Lcrcp0"Vjg"GW/47"rqrwncvkqp"eqttgurqpfu"vq"c"ujctg"qh"7 % of the total 

population in the world"*ugg"Itcrj"3+0"Jqygxgt."vjg"ujctgu"qh"vjg"GW/47"ctg"eqpukfgtcdn{"jkijgt"yjgp"
kv"eqogu"vq"geqpqoke"kpfkecvqtu"nkmg"vjg"IFR."vtcfg"cpf"hqtgkip"kpxguvogpvu0"

ÿ Vjg"GW/47"IFR"tgrtgugpvu"cnoquv"a third of the world GDP"*53"'"kp"4226+."eqorctgf"ykvj"4;"'"hqt"
vjg"WU"cpf"33"'"hqt"Lcrcp"*ugg"Itcrj"4+0"Gzrtguugf"kp"rwtejcukpi"rqygt"uvcpfctfu"*RRU+."IFR"rgt"
kpjcdkvcpv"ycu"77"'"jkijgt"kp"vjg"WU"kp"4226"vjcp"kp"vjg"GW/47"cpf"38"'"jkijgt"kp"Lcrcp0

ÿ Gzenwfkpi" kpvtc/GW" vtcfg." vjg"GW/47"ceeqwpvu" hqt"cnoquv"c"Ýhvj" *3:"'" kp"4226+"of the world trade in 

goods and a little over a quarter"*48"'"kp"4225+"of the world trade in services0"Eqttgurqpfkpi"ujctgu"
hqt"vjg"WU"ctg"39"'"cpf"43"'"tgurgevkxgn{"cpf"hqt"Lcrcp"dgnqy"32"'"hqt"dqvj"kpfkecvqtu"*ugg"Itcrju"5"
cpf"6+0

ÿ Eqpegtpkpi"hqtgkip"fktgev"kpxguvogpv"*HFK+"Þqyu"*hqtgkip"kpxguvogpvu"ocfg"d{"vjg"GW"cpf"kpxguvogpvu"
kpvq"vjg"GW+."vjg"GW/47"ceeqwpvgf"hqt"cnoquv"62"'"qh"vjg"yqtnf"HFK"Þqyu"kp"4225."yjkng"vjg"WU"jcf"c"
ujctg"qh"45"'"cpf"Lcrcp"6"'"*ugg"Itcrj"7+0

ÿ Eqnngevkxgn{."vjg"GW"rtqxkfgu"oqtg"vjcp"half"*76"'"kp"4225+"qh"yqtnfykfg"qhÝekcn"fgxgnqrogpv"cuukuvcpeg"
*QFC+0"Ctqwpf"qpg"Ýhvj"qh"vjg"eqodkpgf"GW"ckf"ku"ocpcigf"d{"vjg"Gwtqrgcp"Eqookuukqp0"Qp"cxgtcig."
vjg"Ogodgt"Uvcvgu"qh"vjg"GW/47"fgxqvgf"2056"'"qh"vjgkt"IPK"vq"QFC"kp"4225."eqorctgf"ykvj"2037"'"hqt"
vjg"WU"cpf"2042"'" hqt"Lcrcp0"Fgpoctm."Nwzgodqwti." vjg"Pgvjgtncpfu"cpf"Uygfgp"ocfg" vjg" nctiguv"
ghhqtv"kp"vgtou"qh"fgxgnqrogpv"ckf."ykvj"ctqwpf"20:"'"qh"vjgkt"IPK"fgxqvgf"vq"QFC0
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1. The EU in the world

Table 1: Total population in the EU, the US and Japan (millions) 

1958 1973 1981 1986 1995 2004

EU/EC 168 478 493 544 593 679

US 397 212 452 45; 262 4;4

Japan ;4 32; 118 122 126 349

PD<"3;7:<"GE/8."3;95<"GE/;."3;:3<"GE/32."3;;7<"GW/37."4226<"GW/470

Source<"Gwtquvcv"cpf"WU"Dwtgcw"qh"Egpuwu0

Graph 1: Share of world population, 2004
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1. The EU in the world

Table 2: GDP in the EU, the US and Japan (EUR 1 000 million) 

1961 1973 1981 1986 1995 2004

EU/EC 427 ;:; 4"52; 5"7;; 8"82: 32"488

US 3"345 4":24 6"757 7"878 ;"655

Japan 3"278 4"275 6"262 5"97:

PD<"3;83<"GE/8."3;95<"GE/;."3;:3<"GE/32."3;;7<"GW/37."4226<"GW/470

Source<"Gwtquvcv"cpf"Yqtnf"Dcpm0

Graph 2: Share of world GDP, 2004
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1. The EU in the world

Graph 3: Share of world trade in goods, 2004

Rest of the world
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PD<"Gzenwfkpi"kpvtc/GW"vtcfg0

Source<"Gwtquvcv"cpf"Wpkvgf"Pcvkqpu0"

Graph 4: Share of world trade in services, 2003
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PD<"Gzenwfkpi"kpvtc/GW"vtcfg0

Source<"Gwtquvcv"cpf"KOH."Dcncpeg"qh"Rc{ogpvu"Uvcvkuvkeu"[gctdqqm."42260
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1. The EU in the world

Graph 5: Share of world foreign direct investment, 2003

Rest of the world
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PD<"Kpvtc/GW"vtcpucevkqpu"ctg"gzenwfgf0

Source<"Gwtquvcv"cpf"Wpevcf."World investment report."42260
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2. Sound economic policy

One of the basic objectives of the European Union is to promote economic and social progress which is 

balanced and sustainable, in particular through the creation of an area without internal frontiers, through the 

strengthening of economic and social cohesion and through the establishment of economic and monetary 

union, including a single currency.

To achieve this objective, it is necessary to promote vjtqwijqwv"vjg"Eqoowpkv{"c"jctoqpkqwu"cpf"dcncpegf"
fgxgnqrogpv"qh"geqpqoke"cevkxkvkgu."ngcfkpi"vq"c"uwuvckpcdng"cpf"pqp/kpÞcvkqpct{"itqyvj"yjkej"tgurgevu"vjg"
environment. The Member States are to regard their economic policies as a matter of common concern and 

vq"eqpfwev"vjgkt"geqpqoke"rqnkekgu"ykvj"c"xkgy"vq"vjg"qdlgevkxgu"qh"vjg"Eqoowpkv{0"Vjgtghqtg."Ogodgt"Uvcvgu"
eqqtfkpcvg"vjgkt"geqpqoke"rqnkekgu"ykvjkp"vjg"Eqwpekn0

Vjg"Occuvtkejv"Vtgcv{"qh"3;;4"guvcdnkujgf"vjg"eqpxgtigpeg"etkvgtkc"vq"dg"hwnÝnngf"cu"c"rtgeqpfkvkqp"hqt"hwnn{"
vcmkpi"rctv"kp"geqpqoke"cpf"oqpgvct{"wpkqp."vjcv"ku."cfqrvkpi"vjg"ukping"ewttgpe{< these criteria are used to 

determine whether countries have achieved a high degree of sustainable convergence, as measured by their 

rgthqtocpeg"kp"vgtou"qh"uqwpf"rwdnke"Ýpcpegu"*fgÝpgf"cickpuv"tghgtgpeg"xcnwgu"hqt"Ýuecn"fgÝekvu"cpf"rwdnke"
fgdv+."nqy"kpÞcvkqp"cpf"nqpi/vgto"kpvgtguv"tcvgu."cpf"gzejcpig"tcvg"uvcdknkv{"kp"vjg"eqpvgzv"qh"vjg"gzejcpig"tcvg"
ogejcpkuo"*GTO+"KK0

In conducting their economic policies the Member States should aim at achieving and maintaining their medium-

vgto"qdlgevkxg"hqt"vjgkt"dwfigvct{"rqukvkqp0"Vjg"Uvcdknkv{"cpf"Itqyvj"Rcev."cfqrvgf"kp"3;;9"cpf"tghqtogf"kp"
4227."ckou"cv"hwtvjgt"gphqtekpi"vjg"Ýuecn"fkuekrnkpg"kp"vjg"Ogodgt"Uvcvgu"cpf"kortqxkpi"vjg"uwuvckpcdknkv{"qh"
rwdnke"Ýpcpegu0"Vjg"tcvkqpcng"dgjkpf"ku"vjcv"uqwpf"dwfigvct{"rqukvkqpu"yknn"etgcvg"oqtg"hcxqwtcdng"eqpfkvkqpu"
hqt" rtkeg" uvcdknkv{" cpf" hqt" uvtqpi"cpf"uwuvckpcdng"itqyvj." eqpfwekxg" vq"gornq{ogpv" etgcvkqp0"D{" kortqxkpi"
sustainability, sound budgetary positions will place countries in a better position to face the impact of ageing 

rqrwncvkqpu"qp" vjg"rwdnke"Ýpcpegu0"Tgictfkpi"oqpgvct{"rqnke{." vjg"Gwtqrgcp"Egpvtcn"Dcpm" *GED+"jcu" vjg"
rtkoct{"qdlgevkxg"vq"ockpvckp"rtkeg"uvcdknkv{0"Vjg"GED"jcu"fgÝpgf"vjku"rtkeg"uvcdknkv{"cu"c"{gct/qp/{gct"kpetgcug"
kp"vjg"jctoqpkugf"kpfgz"qh"eqpuwogt"rtkegu"*JKER+"hqt"vjg"gwtq"ctgc"yjkej"uvc{u"dgnqy"dwv"enqug"vq"4"'"qxgt"
the medium term.

Key facts

Gxgp"vjqwij"vjg"fgxgnqrogpv"xctkgu"htqo"qpg"Ogodgt"Uvcvg"vq"cpqvjgt."cu"vq"vjg"37"Ogodgt"Uvcvgu"*GW/37+"
vjg"qdlgevkxgu"qh"vjg"Eqoowpkv{"jcxg"ocvgtkcnkugf"wr"vq"c"egtvckp"fgitgg"gxgp"vjqwij"pqv"hwnn{0

ÿ Vjg"cppwcn"dwfigv"fgÝekv"qh"vjg"GW/37"jcu"pcttqygf"htqo"vjg"ngxgn"qh"604"'"kp"3;;8"vq"408"'"kp"4226"
*Itcrj"3+0"Vjku"qxgtcnn"kortqxgogpv"tgÞgevu"fkhhgtgpvkcvgf"dgjcxkqwt"qh"kpfkxkfwcn"eqwpvtkgu0"Dwfigv"fgÝekvu"
jkijgt"vjcp"vjg"5"'"qh"IFR"tghgtgpeg"xcnwg"kp"4226"ngf"vq"ukz"eqwpvtkgu"dgkpi"rncegf"wpfgt"gzeguukxg"
fgÝekv"rtqegfwtg0"Cv"vjg"ucog"vkog."hqwt"eqwpvtkgu"tgeqtfgf"dwfigvct{"uwtrnwugu"kp"4226"eqorctgf"ykvj"
qpn{"qpg"kp"3;;80"*Vcdng"4+0"Vjg"dwfigv"fgÝekvu"kp"vjg"WU"cpf"Lcrcp"fgvgtkqtcvgf"htqo"404"'"qh"IFR"vq"
609"'"qh"IFR."cpf"htqo"703"'"vq"902"'"tgurgevkxgn{0

ÿ The level of the government debt of the EU-15 has fallen"htqo"920:"'"qh"IFR"kp"3;;7"vq"8605"'"qh"IFR"
kp"4226."kp"qvjgt"yqtfu."enqugt"vq"vjg"tghgtgpeg"xcnwg"qh"82"'"qh"IFR0"Cu"vq"vjg"kpfkxkfwcn"Ogodgt"Uvcvgu."
kp" 4226." ukz" eqwpvtkgu" jcf"iqxgtpogpv" fgdv" gzeggfkpi" vjg" tghgtgpeg" xcnwg"cpf" vjtgg"qh" vjgo"ctqwpf"
322"'"qh"IFR"*Vcdng"4+0"Fwtkpi"vjg"ucog"rgtkqf."vjg"iqxgtpogpv"fgdv"Kp"vjg"WU"hqnnqygf"c"ukoknct"vtgpf"
cu"kp"vjg"GW/37."fgetgcukpi"htqo"9604"'"qh"IFR"vq"8506"'"qh"IFR"yjkng"vjg"Lcrcpgug"iqxgtpogpv"fgdv"
fgvgtkqtcvgf"htqo":903"'"vq"38602"'"qh"IFR0

ÿ Vjg"kpÞcvkqp"tcvg"cv"vjg"GW/37"ngxgn"jcu"fgenkpgf."htqo"40:"'"kp"3;;7"vq"402"'"kp"4226"*Itcrj"5+0"Vjku"
eqorctgu"ykvj"cp"cppwcn"kpÞcvkqp"qh"409"'"kp"vjg"WU"cpf"¦gtq"kpÞcvkqp"kp"Lcrcp0"Kp"vjg"GW/37."kpÞcvkqp"
fkhhgtgpegu"dgvyggp"Ogodgt"Uvcvgu"jcxg"dggp"tgfwegf."cnvjqwij"pqv"eqorngvgn{0" Kp"4226."vjg"jkijguv"
kpÞcvkqp"tcvg"ycu"504"'"cpf"vjg"nqyguv"203"'0"Vjg"kpvtqfwevkqp"qh"vjg"gwtq"qp"3"Lcpwct{"4224"ku"guvkocvgf"
vq"jcxg"ngf"vq"cp"kpetgcug"qh"dgvyggp"2034"'"cpf"204;"'"kp"JKER"kpÞcvkqp0"
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2. Sound economic policy

ÿ Long-term interest rates in the EU-15 have more than halved, htqo":0:9"'"kp"3;;7"vq"6048"'"kp"42260"
Nqpi/vgto"kpvgtguv"tcvgu"kp"gwtq"ctgc"Ogodgt"Uvcvgu"jcxg"hwtvjgt"eqpxgtigf."tcpikpi"dgvyggp"6026"'"cpf"
6048"'"kp"4226"*Itcrj"7"cpf"Vcdng"4+0"Vjku"eqorctgu"ykvj"c"nqpi/vgto"kpvgtguv"tcvg"qh"6048"'"kp"vjg"WU"
cpf"3072"'"kp"Lcrcp0

ÿ The GDP growth of the EU-15 has been positive. Htqo"3;;7" vq"4226" vjg" tgcn"itqyvj"qh"IFR"ycu"
4406"'."gzeggfkpi"vjcv"qh"Lcrcp"*;0:"'+"dwv"nciikpi"dgjkpf"vjg"WU"itqyvj"qh"550;"'"*Itcrj"8+0

Itcrj"3<"Igpgtcn"iqxgtpogpv"fgÝekv"Ï"Pgv"ngpfkpi*-+1dqttqykpi*Î+"*'"qh"IFR+
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Graph 2: General government consolidated debt (% of GDP)
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Graph 3: HICP (% change on previous year)
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2. Sound economic policy

Vcdng"3<"JKER"Ï"cppwcn"ejcpig"kp"ugngevgf"rtqfwev"itqwru
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Graph 5: Long-term interest rates
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2. Sound economic policy

Table 2: Data on individual countries

 

General 

government 

pgv"ngpfkpi*-+1"
dqttqykpi*Î+" 
(% of GDP)

General government 

consolidated debt 

(% of GDP)

JKER"Ï"cppwcn"
change

Long-term interest 

rate (measured 

as Maastricht 

criterion)

 1996 2000 2004 1995 2000 2004 1995 2000 2004 1995 2000 2004

EU-25 < 20: – 2.6 < 840; 8506 502 2.4 2.1 < < 4.44

EU-15 – 4.2 302 – 2.6 920: 64.1 8605 2.8 30; 402 :0:9 7065 4.26

Dgnikwo Î"50: 204 202 35602 32;03 ;709 305 409 30; 906: 707; 6037
E¦gej"Tgr0 < Î"509 Î"502 < 18.2 580: < 50; 2.6 < < 6097
Fgpoctm Î"30; 309 40; 9504 7405 6504 402 409 20; :049 7086 6052
Igtocp{" Î"506 305 Î"509 7902 8204 66.4 < 1.4 1.8 80:7 7048 6026
Estonia < Î"208 309 < 609 707 < 50; 502 < 3206: 605;
Itggeg Î"906 – 4.1 – 6.6 32:09 33602 32;05 < 40; 502 39024 8032 4.26

Spain Î"60; Î"20; Î"203 850; 61.1 680; 4.6 507 503 33049 7075 6032
Htcpeg – 4.1 – 1.4 Î"509 7608 780: 8703 1.8 1.8 405 9076 705; 6032
Ireland Î"203 4.4 1.4 81.8 5:05 4;0: < 705 405 :047 7073 602:
Italy Î"903 Î"208 Î"504 34605 111.2 32807 706 2.6 405 12.21 707: 4.26

E{rtwu < – 2.4 – 4.1 < 61.6 9402 < 60; 30; < < 70:2
Ncvxkc < – 2.8 Î"20; < 340; 3609 < 2.6 6.2 < < 4.86

Nkvjwcpkc < Î"407 – 1.4 < 450: 3;08 < 1.1 1.2 < < 6072
Nwzgodqwti" 30; 802 – 1.2 809 707 6.6 < 50: 504 9045 7074 4.18

Hungary < Î"502 Î"706 < 7706 7906 < 3202 6.8 < < :03;
Malta < – 6.2 Î"703 < 7806 970; < 502 409 < < 608;
Netherlands – 1.8 2.2 – 2.1 9904 770; 7503 1.4 405 1.4 80;2 7062 6032
Cwuvtkc Î"50; Î"307 Î"302 890; 8902 8605 1.6 402 402 9036 7078 6037
Poland < Î"209 Î"50; < 580: 6508 < 3203 508 < < 80;2
Portugal Î"602 – 2.8 Î"502 8605 7505 7;06 602 2.8 407 33069 707; 4.14

Slovenia < Î"507 – 2.1 < 4906 4;0: < :0; 508 < < 4.68

Slovakia < Î"3405 Î"503 < 6;0; 6407 < 12.2 907 < < 7025
Hkpncpf Î"504 903 2.1 7903 44.6 6703 206 502 203 :09; 706: 4.11

Sweden Î"409 703 1.6 9509 740: 7303 409 305 302 32046 7059 4.42

WM Î"605 50: Î"504 730: 6402 6307 409 20: 305 :058 7055 60;5
US – 2.2 1.6 Î"609 9604 7:04 8506 2.8 506 409 808; 8025 4.26

Japan Î"703 Î"907 Î"902 :903 35603 38602 Î"203 Î"209 202 5054 3098 3072
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2. Sound economic policy

Graph 6: Real GDP growth (1995 = 100)
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Methodological note

Igpgtcn"iqxgtpogpv"pgv"dqttqykpi1pgv"ngpfkpi"*fgÝekv1uwtrnwu+."cpf"igpgtcn"iqxgtpogpv"fgdv"ctg"dcugf"
on annual national accounts of the general government, derived primarily from administrative and other 

tgeqtfu"qh"igpgtcn"iqxgtpogpv."cpf"qp"qhÝekcn"guvkocvgu"rctvkewnctn{"htqo"okpkuvtkgu"qh"Ýpcpeg0

EU long-term interest rates are based on central government bond yields on the secondary market, 

itquu"qh"vcz."ykvj"c"tgukfwcn"ocvwtkv{"qh"ctqwpf"32"{gctu0"

Jctoqpkugf"kpfkegu"qh"eqpuwogt"rtkegu"ctg"wugf"hqt"vjg"eqorctkuqpu"qh"eqpuwogt"rtkeg"kpÞcvkqp"kp"vjg"
EU. They are based on the consumer price indices of each EU Member State. US and Japanese data on 

consumer prices might be based on slightly different methodology.

PD<"Uqog"qh"vjg"Ýiwtgu"ctg"rtgnkokpct{"qt"hqtgecuvu0
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3. External trade

Vjg"kpvgtpcn"octmgv"jcu"cnnqygf"nctigt"dwukpguugu"vq"dgpgÝv"htqo"gpqtoqwu"geqpqokgu"qh"uecng0"Ogcpyjkng."
pgy"gzrqtv"octmgvu"jcxg"dggp"qrgpgf"wr" vq"uocnn"cpf"ogfkwo/uk¦gf"dwukpguugu"yjkej"rtgxkqwun{"yqwnf"
jcxg"dggp"rtgxgpvgf"htqo"gzrqtvkpi"d{"vjg"equv"cpf"jcuung0

Vjg"GW"gzvgtpcn"vtcfg"ku"dcugf"qp"c"eqooqp"GW"rqnke{0"Kp"qvjgt"yqtfu."yjgtg"vtcfg."kpenwfkpi"YVQ"ocvvgtu."
ctg"eqpegtpgf."vjg"GW"cevu"cu"qpg"ukping"cevqt."yjgtg"vjg"Gwtqrgcp"Eqookuukqp"pgiqvkcvgu"vtcfg"citggogpvu"
cpf"tgrtgugpvu"vjg"Gwtqrgcp"kpvgtguvu"qp"dgjcnh"qh"vjg"WpkqpÓu"47"Ogodgt"Uvcvgu0

Key facts

ÿ The internal market has tied the European economies more closely together and trade between the 

Member States has expanded strongly0"Ukpeg"3;;5." kpvtc/GW/37" vtcfg"jcu"itqyp"hcuvgt" vjcp"GW/37"
IFR"*Itcrj"3+0

ÿ Intra-EU-25 trade accounted for two thirds of total trade in 2004 *Itcrj"4+"cpf" tgxgcnu" vjg"oclqt"
korqtvcpeg"qh" vtcfg"dgvyggp" vjg"47"Ogodgt"Uvcvgu"eqorctgf"ykvj" vtcfg"ykvj" vjg"tguv"qh" vjg"yqtnf0" Kp"
4226." kpvtc/GW" vtcfg" ceeqwpvgf" htqo" 78"'" *Wpkvgf"Mkpifqo+" vq" :5"'" *E¦gej"Tgrwdnke+" qh" vqvcn" vtcfg"
according to the Member State.

ÿ Kp"4226."vjg"GW/47"ceeqwpvgf"hqt"crrtqzkocvgn{"qpg"Ýhvj"qh"yqtnf"vtcfg"kp"iqqfu0"The EU is one of 

vjg"ockp"rnc{gtu"kp"yqtnf"vtcfg"*Itcrj"5+<"kp"4226."pgctn{"qpg"Ýhvj"qh"cnn"korqtvu"cpf"gzrqtvu"gkvjgt"cttkxgf"
kp"qt"nghv"vjg"GW0"Vjg"GW"ku"vjg"yqtnfÓu"ngcfkpi"gzrqtvgt"qh"iqqfu"cpf"vjg"ugeqpf/nctiguv"korqtvgt"chvgt"vjg"
WU<"kp"4226."3:"'"qh"cnn"gzrqtvu"ygtg"qh"Eqoowpkv{"qtkikp"cpf"3:"'"qh"cnn"korqtvu"ecog"kpvq"vjg"GW0"Vjg"
GW"fktgev"eqorgvkvqt"ku"vjg"WU"hqnnqygf."dwv"uqog"yc{"dgjkpf."d{"Ejkpc."Lcrcp"cpf"Ecpcfc0"Vqigvjgt."vjg"
GW/47."vjg"WU."Ejkpc."Lcrcp"cpf"Ecpcfc"ceeqwpv"hqt"oqtg"vjcp"jcnh"qh"vjg"yqtnf"vtcfkpi"qh"iqqfu0

ÿ Chvgt"c"uvtqpi"itqyvj"cv"vjg"vwtp"qh"vjg"oknngppkwo."vjg"GW/47"vtcfg"Þqyu"tgockpgf"pgctn{"uvcdng"
*Itcrj"7+0"Dgvyggp"4222"cpf"4225."vjg"GW"tgeqtfgf"qpn{"c"unkijv"itqyvj"kp"gzrqtvu"cpf"c"uocnn"fgetgcug"
kp"korqtvu0"Vjg"vtcfg"uvctvgf"vq"itqy"cickp"kp"42260"Vjg"GW"vtcfg"ku"ejctcevgtkugf"d{"c"rgtocpgpv"dwv"
igpgtcnn{"nkokvgf"vtcfg"fgÝekv0"Kp"4226."vjg"fgÝekv"tgcejgf"GWT"83"722"oknnkqp"yjkej"ycu"unkijvn{"jkijgt"
vjcp"kp"vjg"rtgxkqwu"{gct"dwv"qpn{"cdqwv"jcnh"qh"vjg"tgeqtf"ngxgn"qh"42220

ÿ The US has traditionally been the most important trading partner of the EU-25 contributing to 20 % 

of its trade in 2004 but trade has not grown in recent years *Itcrj"8+0"Vjg"oquv"pqvcdng"hgcvwtg"qh"
EU–US trade over recent years has been the continued growth in the EU surplus due to a decrease in the 

ngxgn"qh"korqtvu"htqo"vjg"WU0"Kp"4226."46"'"qh"GW"gzrqtvu"ygpv"vq"vjg"WU"*eqorctgf"ykvj"4:"'"kp"3;;;+"
yjkng"37"'"qh"GW"korqtvu"ecog"htqo"vjg"WU"*eqorctgf"ykvj"43"'"kp"3;;;+0"Except for the US, the other 

main trading partners of the EU-25 are China *;"'"qh"vqvcn"vtcfg"kp"4226+."Switzerland *9"'+. Russian 

Federation and Japan *dqvj"8"'+0"Qpg"qh"vjg"oquv"ukipkÝecpv"hgcvwtgu"qh"geqpqoke"tgncvkqpu"dgvyggp"
vjg"GW"cpf"Ejkpc"qxgt"tgegpv"{gctu"jcu"dggp"vjg"tcrkf"itqyvj"qh"vtcfg0"GW"vtcfg"ykvj"Ejkpc"jcu"oqtg"
vjcp"fqwdngf"ukpeg"3;;;0"Ejkpc"tcpmu"pqy"ugeqpf"coqpi"vjg"vtcfkpi"rctvpgtu"qh"vjg"GW."chvgt"rcuukpi"
Uykv¦gtncpf"cpf"Lcrcp"kp"42250"Ukpeg"4222."vjg"GW"jcu"tgeqtfgf"vjg"nctiguv"dkncvgtcn"fgÝekv"kp"vtcfg"ykvj"
Ejkpc0"Vjg"GW"rquvu"vjg"qpn{"nctig/uecng"vtcfg"uwtrnwu"kp"vtcfg"ykvj"vjg"WU0

ÿ The majority of EU exports are manufactured products<"vjgkt"ujctg"jcu"cppwcnn{"dggp"ctqwpf":9"'"
qh"vqvcn"vtcfg"*Itcrj"9+0"Vjg"eqtg"qh"gzrqtvu"ku"ocejkpgt{"cpf"xgjkengu"yjkej"ceeqwpv"hqt"cnoquv"jcnh"qh"
gzrqtvu0"Qvjgt"ocpwhcevwtgf"iqqfu"*48"'"kp"4226+"cpf"ejgokecn"rtqfwevu"*38"'+"ctg"qvjgt"mg{"rtqfwev"
itqwru0"Ctqwpf"vyq"vjktfu"qh"vjg"korqtvu"ctg"ocpwhcevwtgf"iqqfu0"Vjg"dtgcmfqyp"fkxgtigu"htqo"gzrqtvu<"
machinery and vehicles and chemical products account for a smaller share while the other manufactured 

goods are more important.

ÿ Germany is the main contributor to both extra-EU exports and imports *Vcdng"3+0"Kp"4226."kv"ceeqwpvgf"
hqt"49"'"qh"gzvtc/GW"gzrqtvu"ygnn"cjgcf"qh"Htcpeg" *35"'+." vjg"Wpkvgf"Mkpifqo"cpf" Kvcn{" *dqvj"34"'+0"
Igtocp{" ku"cnuq" vjg" nctiguv" korqtvgt."ceeqwpvkpi" hqt"42"'"qh"gzvtc/GW" korqtvu." hqnnqygf"d{" vjg"Wpkvgf"
Mkpifqo"*38"'+."vjg"Pgvjgtncpfu"*34"'+."Htcpeg"cpf"Kvcn{"*dqvj"33"'+0
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3. External trade

Intra-European Union trade

Graph 1: Share of intra-EU-15 trade in EU-15 GDP
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Graph 2: Share of intra-EU-25 trade in total trade for each Member State, 2004
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3. External trade

European Union and world trade
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Graph 4: Main players in the world goods’ market - Trade exchanges in value, 2004
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3. External trade

European Union trade with the rest of the world
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Graph 6: Share of the main EU trading partners in 2004, and evolution 
of trade exchanges since 1999 (*)
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3. External trade

Graph 7: Extra-EU-25 trade by main product groups, 2004

Source<"Gwtquvcv0

Table 1: EU-25 Member States’ contribution to extra-EU-25 trade, 2004

 *ceeqtfkpi"vq"jctoqpkugf"Eqoowpkv{"eqpegrvu+

EXPORTS IMPORTS Trade balance

1 000 million EUR Share 1 000 million EUR Share 1 000 million EUR

EU-25 967.5 100.0% 1 029.1 100.0% -61.5

Dgnikwo 780; 70;' 62.2 802' /705

E¦gej"Tgrwdnke 90: 20:' 3305 303' /508

Fgpoctm 390: 30:' 3709 307' 2.1

Igtocp{ 264.8 4906' 42403 3;08' 62.6

Estonia 20; 203' 402 204' /302

Itggeg 707 208' 390: 309' /3405

Spain 590; 50;' 66.6 807' -28.6

Htcpeg 34705 3502' 33807 3305' 8.8

Ireland 5306 504' 3902 309' 14.4

Italy 114.4 330:' 33503 3302' 305

E{rtwu 205 202' 1.4 203' -1.1

Ncvxkc 209 203' 1.4 203' /209

Nkvjwcpkc 407 205' 509 206' -1.2

Nwzgodqwti 305 203' 50; 206' -2.6

Hungary ;04 20;' 3709 307' -6.6

Malta 302 203' 20: 203' 204

Netherlands 7;02 803' 34205 3309' -61.2

Cwuvtkc 480; 40:' 3909 309' ;04

Poland 340; 305' 3:05 30:' /706

Portugal 70: 208' 3203 302' -4.4

Slovenia 607 207' 502 205' 307

Slovakia 505 205' 702 207' /309

Hkpncpf 420: 403' 3507 305' 905

Sweden 6208 604' 22.2 404' 3:05

Wpkvgf"Mkpifqo 116.2 3402' 3890: 3805' /7308

Source<"Gwtquvcv0
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4. Regional development

Regional policy puts into practice the solidarity between the peoples of Europe mentioned in the preamble to 

vjg"Vtgcv{"qp"Gwtqrgcp"Wpkqp0"Kv"jgnru"vq"cejkgxg"qpg"qh"vjg"hwpfcogpvcn"qdlgevkxgu"nckf"fqyp"kp"vjg"Vtgcv{<"
the strengthening of the EU’s economic and social cohesion by reducing developmental disparities between 

kvu"tgikqpu0"Kv"jcu"c"ukipkÝecpv"korcev"qp"vjg"eqorgvkvkxgpguu"qh"vjg"tgikqpu"cpf"qp"vjg"nkxkpi"eqpfkvkqpu"qh"vjgkt"
kpjcdkvcpvu."ockpn{"d{"eq/Ýpcpekpi"ownvk/cppwcn"fgxgnqrogpv"rtqitcoogu0

Vjgug"rtqitcoogu"ctg"uwrrqtvgf"d{" hqwt"Uvtwevwtcn"Hwpfu<" vjg"European Regional Development Fund 

*GTFH+"hqt" kphtcuvtwevwtgu"cpf" kpxguvogpvu."igpgtcvkpi" lqdu"cpf"UOGu="vjg"European Social Fund *GUH+"
hqt"vtckpkpi."uqekcn"kpvgitcvkqp"cpf"gornq{ogpv="vjg"European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund 

*GCIIH."Iwkfcpeg"Ugevkqp+"hqt"twtcn"fgxgnqrogpv"cpf"ckf"vq"hctou="cpf"vjg"Financial Instrument for Fisheries 

Guidance *HKHI+"hqt"vjg"cfcrvcvkqp"qh"vjg"Ýujgtkgu"ugevqt0"Vjg"Cohesion Fund supports environmental and 

transport projects in the least prosperous Member States.

Vjg"Uvtwevwtcn"Hwpfu"eqpegpvtcvg"qp"vjtgg"rtkqtkv{"qdlgevkxgu<"ecvej/wr"hqt"tgikqpu"nciikpi"dgjkpf"kp"fgxgnqrogpv"
*Objective 1+."uqekqgeqpqoke"eqpxgtukqp"qh" kpfwuvtkcn."wtdcp"qt"twtcn"¦qpgu"qt"¦qpgu"yjkej"ctg"fgrgpfgpv"
qp" Ýujgtkgu" *Objective 2+." cpf" kortqxgf" vtckpkpi"cpf" lqd"qrrqtvwpkvkgu" *Objective 3+0"Ckf" ku" cnuq"itcpvgf"
by four Community initiatives which encourage cross-border, transnational and inter-regional cooperation 

vjtqwijqwv"vjg"GW"*Kpvgttgi"KKK+."vjg"tgigpgtcvkqp"qh"ekvkgu"cpf"pgkijdqwtjqqfu"kp"etkuku"*WTDCP"KK+."gswcnkv{"kp"
vjg"ncdqwt"octmgv"*GSWCN+"cpf"vjg"fgxgnqrogpv"qh"twtcn"ctgcu"*Ngcfgt-+0"Cpf"Ýpcnn{."vjg"innovative actions 

uwrrqtv"gzrgtkogpvcn"tgikqpcn"rtqitcoogu0

Vjg"Uvtwevwtcn"Hwpfu"cduqtd"crrtqzkocvgn{"qpg"vjktf"qh"vjg"GW"dwfigv0"Vjgkt"cnnqecvkqp"hqt"vjg"4222Î28"rgtkqf"
ku"GWT"3;7"222"oknnkqp"hqt"vjg"GW/37."rnwu"GWT"37"222"oknnkqp"hqt"vjg"pgy"Ogodgt"Uvcvgu"dgvyggp"4226"cpf"
42280"Vjg"Eqjgukqp"Hwpf"tgegkxgu"GWT"47"822"oknnkqp"hqt"vjg"GW/470

Hqt"vjg"4229Î35"rgtkqf."vjg"Eqookuukqp"rtqrqugu"vq"eqpegpvtcvg"kvu"rtkqtkvkgu"kp"vjtgg"ctgcu."ykvj"c"inqdcn"
dwfigv"qh"crrtqzkocvgn{"GWT"558"222"oknnkqp0"ÐConvergence” will stimulate growth and employment in the 

nguu"fgxgnqrgf"tgikqpu"*rtkpekrcnn{"vjg"pgy"Ogodgt"Uvcvgu+"yjkej"yknn"eqpvkpwg"vq"dgpgÝv"htqo"vjg"Eqjgukqp"
Hwpf0"ÐCompetitiveness” will anticipate changes in the rest of the EU. This will include a regional component, 

hqt" yjkej" gcej"Ogodgt" Uvcvg" yknn" ugngev" vjg" dgpgÝekct{" ¦qpgu." cpf" c" pcvkqpcn" eqorqpgpv" dcugf" qp" vjg"
European employment strategy. “CooperationÑ"yknn"ftcy"qp"vjg"gzrgtkgpeg"ceswktgf"d{"Kpvgttgi"vq"gpeqwtcig"
harmonious development throughout the EU territory.

Key facts

ÿ The average level of per capita GDP (in PPS) for the years 2000 to 2002 *Ocr"3+" ku" qh" rctvkewnct"
importance because it is used in deciding which regions are to receive EU funding under the Structural 

Hwpfu"fwtkpi"vjg"4229Î35"rtqitcookpi"rgtkqf0"Vjg"uq/ecnngf"Ðnguu/fgxgnqrgf"tgikqpuÑ."ctg"vjqug"ykvj"c"
vjtgg/{gct"cxgtcig"qh"rgt"ecrkvc"IFR"qh"dgnqy"97"'"qh"vjg"GW/47"ngxgn0

ÿ Change in per capita GDP between 1999 and 2002 by comparison with the EU-25 average"*gzrtguugf"
kp"rgtegpvcig"rqkpvu"qh"vjg"GW/47"cxgtcig+"*Ocr"4+"ujqy"vjg"geqpqokecnn{"oquv"f{pcoke"tgikqpu"*yjqug"
rgt"ecrkvc"IFR"kpetgcugf"d{"oqtg"vjcp"3"rgtegpvcig"rqkpv"yjgp"eqorctgf"ykvj"vjg"cxgtcig+"cpf"vjg"nguu"
f{pcoke"tgikqpu"*vjqug"ykvj"c"tgncvkxg"hcnn"qh"oqtg"vjcp"3"rgtegpvcig"rqkpv+0

ÿ Data on primary income in the EU-25 regions (Map 3) show clear centres of prosperity in the south of 

Gpincpf."Rctku."Dtwuugnu."pqtvjgtp"Kvcn{."Xkgppc."Ocftkf."vjg"yguvgtp"Pgvjgtncpfu."Uvqemjqno0"Vjg"pqtvjÎ
uqwvj"fkxkfg"ku"engctn{"xkukdng" kp"dqvj"Kvcn{"cpf"Urckp."cpf"vjg"gcuvÎyguv"fkxkfg"kp"Igtocp{0"Kp"vjg"pgy"
Member States, the primary income of households in most regions is still less than half the EU average.

ÿ Regional employment rates qh"vjg"cig"itqwr"37Î86"*Ocr"6+"cpf regional unemployment rates *Vcdng3+"
ctg"wugf."coqpi"qvjgt"kpfkecvqtu."hqt"vjg"cnnqecvkqp"qh"Uvtwewvwtcn"Hwpfu"vq"Qdlgevkxg"40"
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4. Regional development

ÿ The URBAN audit eqnngevu"kphqtocvkqp"qp"vjg"nkxkpi"eqpfkvkqpu"kp"47:"nctig"cpf"ogfkwo/uk¦gf"ekvkgu"ykvjkp"
vjg"Gwtqrgcp"Wpkqp"cpf"vjg"ecpfkfcvg"eqwpvtkgu0"Ctqwpf"43"'"qh"vjg"679"oknnkqp"GW"kpjcdkvcpvu"nkxg"kp"vjg"
rctvkekrcvkpi"ekvkgu0"Qxgt/tgnkcpeg"qp"ectu"ecp"tgfweg"ekv{"ghÝekgpe{"cpf"kpetgcug"rqnnwvkqp0"Cu"cp"gzcorng."
the transport modes for journeys to work"kp"vjg"eqtg"ekv{"cpf"kp"vjg"nctigt"wtdcp"¦qpg"*NW¥+"hqt"ugngevgf"
ekvkgu"ctg"knnwuvtcvgf"kp"Itcrj"30

Map 1: GDP per inhabitant (in PPS)
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4. Regional development

Map 2: Change of GDP per inhabitant (in PPS)
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4. Regional development

Map 3: Primary income of private households per inhabitant, 2002
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4. Regional development
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4. Regional development

Table 1: EU-25 regions with lowest/highest unemployment in 2004 and the 

unemployment level in 2003

Itcrj"3<"Vtcpurqtv"oqfgu"qh"vjg"lqwtpg{u"vq"yqtm"Ï"ekv{"cpf"vjg"nctigt"wtdcp"¦qpg

Car, motorcycle               Public transport

0 % 20 % 40 % 60 % 80 % 100 %

OtherFoot, bicycle

Budapest (city)

Praha (city)

København (city)

Tallinn (city)

Barcelona (city)

Madrid (city)

Stockholm (city)

Lisboa (city)

Amsterdam (city)

Dublin (city)

Den Haag (city)

Berlin (city)

Hamburg (city)

Köln (city)

Luxembourg (city)

Graz (city)
(LUZ)

(LUZ)

(LUZ)

(LUZ)

(LUZ)

(LUZ)

(LUZ)

(LUZ)

(LUZ)

(LUZ)

(LUZ)

(LUZ)

(LUZ)

(LUZ)

(LUZ)

(LUZ)

LUZ: Larger urban zone

Region

Employed persons  

aged 15 and over

Unemployed persons  

aged 15-74

Unemployment rate  

persons aged 15 and over

2003  

in thous.

2004  

in thous.

fk越gtgpeg"dgvyggp 

2004 and 2003 

in thous.

2003  

in thous.

2004  

in thous.

fk越gtgpeg"dgvyggp 

2004 and 2003 

in thous.

2003  

in thous.

2004  

in thous.

fk越gtgpeg"dgvyggp"
2004 and 2003  

kp"rgtegp0"rqkpvu
Fqtugv"cpf"Uqogtugv"*WM+ 79303 7:805 3704 18.4 14.4 /602 503 2.4 /209
Pqtvj"[qtmujktg"*WM+ 59509 5940: /20: 3207 ;0; /208 409 2.6 /203
Rtqxkpekc"Cwvqpqoc"Dqn¦cpq1Dq¦gp"*KV+ 44909 4430; /70: 609 802 1.4 402 409 208
Xcnng"fÔCquvc1Xcnnfig"fÔCquvg"*KV+ 7703 7707 206 405 309 /208 4.1 502 -1.1

Ejgujktg"*WM+ 69602 69204 /509 16.2 3704 -1.1 505 503 /204
Jgtghqtfujktg."Yqtegu0"cpf"Yctykem0"*WM+ 82606 83309 905 24.1 4203 /602 50: 504 /209
Rtqxkpekc"Cwvqpqoc"Vtgpvq"*KV+ 42304 216.4 3704 802 903 1.1 40; 504 205
Vktqn"*CV+ 54304 54808 706 :05 11.1 2.8 407 505 20:
Jcorujktg"cpf"Kung"qh"Ykijv"*WM+ ;250; ;250; 202 530; 520; /302 506 505 /203
Uwttg{."Gcuv"cpf"Yguv"Uwuugz"*WM+ 3"48909 3"48407 /703 6605 6508 /209 506 505 202
Ogemngpdwti/Xqtrqoogtp"*FG+ 9380: 8;209 -26.1 3:504 3:;02 70: 4206 21.2 20:
Mwlcy"umq/Rqoqtumkg"*RN+ 99705 9860; /3205 216.4 4380; 206 21.8 22.1 205
Uvtgfpfi"Unqxgpumq"*UM+ 73;05 73409 -6.6 35604 36707 3305 4207 22.1 1.6

Yctokvumq/Oc¦wtumkg"*RN+ 67;08 68903 907 144.6 35604 /3206 450; 4405 -1.6

Fguucw"*FG+ 42:04 42204 /:02 7:04 8205 2.1 21.8 440; 302
Nwdwumkg"*RN+ 57807 59907 4302 33708 3350; /309 4607 4504 /305
Jcnng"*FG+ 54908 53:06 /;03 ;30: ;:04 6.4 430; 4506 307
¥cejqfpkqrqoqtumkg"*RN+ 76805 76908 305 3:80; 3920; /3802 4707 450: /309
X#ejqfpfi"Unqxgpumq"*UM+ 7860: 7770: /;02 37905 39908 4205 21.8 24.2 2.4

FqnpqｬnBumkg :;703 ;6;04 7603 53703 53608 /207 4802 460; -1.1
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5. Environment

C"engcp"cpf"jgcnvj{"gpxktqpogpv"ku"guugpvkcn"hqt"cejkgxkpi"vjg"rtqurgtkv{"cpf"swcnkv{"qh"nkhg"vjcv"GW"ekvk¦gpu"
want. To make the best use of natural resources and emerging technologies, future economic growth and 

uqekcn" fgxgnqrogpv" pggfu" vq" dg" dcugf" qp" uqwpf" gpxktqpogpvcn" rtkpekrngu0" Kp" c" tgegpv" *cwvwop" 4226"*1++"
uwtxg{.":7"'"qh"tgurqpfgpvu"hgnv"vjcv"Ðrqnke{ocmgtu"ujqwnf"eqpukfgt"vjg"gpxktqpogpv"vq"dg"cu"korqtvcpv"cu"
geqpqoke"cpf"uqekcn"rqnkekguÑ"cpf"::"'"hgnv"vjcv"gpxktqpogpvcn"eqpegtpu"ujqwnf"dg"vcmgp"kpvq"ceeqwpv"yjgp"
making decisions in other areas such as the economy and employment. 

Qxgt" vjg" ncuv" 52" {gctu" qt" uq." oclqt" rtqitguu" jcu" dggp"ocfg" kp" guvcdnkujkpi" c" eqortgjgpukxg" tcpig" qh"
gpxktqpogpvcn"ngikuncvkqp"kp"vjg"GW0"Vjg"ewttgpv"*ukzvj+"GW"gpxktqpogpvcn"cevkqp"rtqitcoog"4223Î32"*8GCR+ 
ikxgu"c"pgy"ugpug"qh"rwtrqug"cpf"fktgevkqp"vq"vjg"Eqoowpkv{Óu"gpxktqpogpvcn"rqnke{0"Kv"ugvu"qwv"vjg"qdlgevkxgu"
hqt"vjg"fgecfg"cpf"fgvgtokpgu"vjg"cevkqpu"tgswktgf"kh"vjgug"iqcnu"ctg"vq"dg"cejkgxgf0"Vjg"rtqitcoog"kfgpvkÝgu"
hqwt"rtkqtkv{"ctgcu<

”" climate change

”" nature and biodiversity

”" environment and health and quality of life 

”" natural resources and waste.

Vjg"8GCR"ecnnu"wrqp" vjg"cevkxg" kpxqnxgogpv"cpf"ceeqwpvcdknkv{"qh"cnn" ugevkqpu"qh" uqekgv{" kp" vjg"ugctej" hqt"
innovative, workable and sustainable solutions to environmental problems. It provides the environmental 

eqorqpgpv"qh"vjg"Eqoowpkv{Óu"qxgtcnn"uvtcvgi{"hqt"uwuvckpcdng"fgxgnqrogpv0

Key facts

ÿ Emissions of greenhouse gases"*IJIu+."ygtg"kp"4225."309"'"nqygt"vjcp"kp"vjg"M{qvq"Rtqvqeqn"dcug"
{gct"*3;;2+."cnvjqwij"vjg{"jcxg"dggp"qp"vjg"kpetgcug"ukpeg"vjg"{gct"42220"Vjg"M{qvq"vctigv"hqt"vjg"GW/37"
ku"Î":"'."vq"dg"tgcejgf"d{"422:Î34"*Itcrj"3+0

ÿ The structural indicator on population trends of farmland birds"ku"rtgugpvn{"vjg"dguv"cxckncdng"rtqz{"hqt"
c"igpgtcn"dkqfkxgtukv{"kpfgz0"Kv"ujqyu"pq"fgÝpkvg"vtgpf"kp"vjg"rgtkqf"3;;2Î42250"Eqorctkpi"vjg"igpgtcn"
ngxgn"ykvj"vjg"ngxgn"kp"3;:2"hqt"vjg"uwdugv"qh"eqwpvtkgu"yjgtg"fcvc"ctg"cxckncdng"ujqyu"c"uwduvcpvkcn"ftqr"
kp"vjg"3;:2u."cpf"pq"ukip"qh"tgeqxgt{"ku"gxkfgpv"kp"tgegpv"{gctu"*Itcrj"4+0

ÿ Dcf"air quality." kp"rctvkewnct"gzrquwtg"vq"rctvkewncvg"ocvvgt."ukipkÝecpvn{"chhgevu"rwdnke"jgcnvj."tgfwekpi"
cxgtcig"nkhg"gzrgevcpe{"kp"Gwtqrg"d{"gkijv"oqpvju0"Yjkng"uvknn"oqtg"pggfu"vq"dg"fqpg."vjg"rctvkcn"uweeguu"
kp"vjku"Ýgnf"fwg"vq"rqnkekgu"cpf"vgejpqnqikecn"cfxcpegogpv"ecp"dg"fgoqpuvtcvgf"kp"72"'"tgfwevkqp"qh"vjg"
gokuukqp"qh"vtqrqurjgtke"q¦qpg"rtgewtuqtu"*VQR+."chhgevkpi"jwocp"jgcnvj"cpf"igpgtcvkpi"cekf"tckp."qxgt"
vjg"ncuv"37"{gctu"*Itcrj"5+0

ÿ Municipal waste"igpgtcvkqp"kp"vjg"GW/47"itgy"cv"c"tcvg"qh"cdqwv"4"'"rgt"{gct"dgvyggp"3;;7"cpf"4226."
tkukpi" htqo"683"mi1rgtuqp" vq"759"mi1rgtuqp" *Itcrj"6+0"Vjg"coqwpv"qh" vjku"ycuvg"yjkej"ycu" tge{engf."
eqorquvgf"qt"kpekpgtcvgf"*htqo"yjkej"gpgti{"ecp"dg"igpgtcvgf+"jcu"kpetgcugf"d{"vyq"vjktfu."yjkng"vjg"
coqwpv"qh"ycuvg"yjkej"ycu"fkurqugf"qh"d{"ncpfÝnn"jcu"hcnngp"d{"38"'0

ÿ The discharge of non-treated wastewater is an important contribution to the pollution of surface waters 

and some coastal areas. Improved wastewater treatment has helped reducing pollutant discharges to 

these waters. However, there are still large differences in the percentage of population served by modern 

ycuvgycvgt"vtgcvogpv"rncpvu"coqpi"GW"eqwpvtkgu"*Itcrj"7+0

ÿ Environmental taxes *vczgu" rckf" d{" wugtu" qh" pcvwtcn" tguqwtegu" vq" tgÞgev" vjg" cfxgtug" gpxktqpogpvcn"
korcev"qh" vjgkt" cevkxkvkgu+"fgetgcugf" kp" vjg"oclqtkv{"qh"GW/37"eqwpvtkgu"dgvyggp"3;;7"cpf"4224"yjgp"
ogcuwtgf"cu"c"rtqrqtvkqp"qh"vqvcn"vczgu"cpf"uqekcn"eqpvtkdwvkqpu0"Vjg"ftqr"ku"ockpn{"fwg"vq"vjg"fgetgcug"
kp"gpgti{/tgncvgf"vczcvkqp"*Itcrj"8+0 

*1+""""jvvr<11gwtqrc0gw0kpv

2005_2292_3.indd   32 28-07-2006   15:39:55

Page is color controlled with Prinect Printready ColorCarver 2.0.50Copyright 2004 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AGTo view actual document colors and color spaces, pleasedownload free Prinect Color Editor (Viewer) Plug-In from:http://www.heidelberg.comApplied Color Management Settings:Output Intent (Press Profile): ISOcoated.iccRGB Image:Profile: ECI_RGB.icmRendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noRGB Graphic:Profile: ECI_RGB.icmRendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent Image:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noDevice Independent Graphic:Rendering Intent: PerceptualBlack Point Compensation: noTurn R=G=B (Tolerance 0.5%) Graphic into Gray: yesCMM for overprinting CMYK graphic: noGray Image: Apply CMYK Profile: noGray Graphic: Apply CMYK Profile: noTreat Calibrated RGB as Device RGB: noTreat Calibrated Gray as Device Gray: yesRemove embedded non-CMYK Profiles: noRemove embedded CMYK Profiles: yesApplied Miscellaneous Settings:All Colors to knockout: noPure black to overprint: noTurn Overprint CMYK White to Knockout: yesTurn Overprinting Device Gray to K: yesEnable Overprint in Device CMYK: yesCreate "All" from 4x100% CMYK: yesDelete "All" Colors: noConvert "All" to K: no



33

5. Environment

 Graph 1: EU-15 total GHG emissions and target according to Kyoto Protocol for 
2008-12 (% of base year emissions)
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Source<"Gwtqrgcp"Gpxktqpogpv"Cigpe{0

Graph 2: Population trends of selected farmland bird species in Europe 
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5. Environment

Graph 3: EU-25 weighted emissions of ozone precursors 
(million tonnes NMVOC equivalents)

1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010

50

45

40

35

30

25

20

15

10

5

0

Other

Transport

Agriculture

Energy

Target
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atmospheric pollutants.

Source<"Gwtqrgcp"Gpxktqpogpv"Cigpe{0

Graph 4: EU-25 municipal waste (MW) generated and treated (kg/person)
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5. Environment

Graph 5: Population connected to wastewater treatment systems with at least 
secondary treatment (%)
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5. Environment

Graph 6: Environmental taxes as percentage of total taxes and social contributions
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6. Demography and migration

Fgoqitcrjke"vtgpfu"yknn"jcxg"geqpqoke"cpf"uqekcn"eqpugswgpegu"kp"c"pwodgt"qh"ctgcu."rctvkewnctn{"hqt"rgpukqp"
cpf"jgcnvjectg"u{uvgou0"Ikxgp"vjg"geqpqoke"kpvgitcvkqp"qh"vjg"Gwtqrgcp"Wpkqp."vjgtg"ku"cp"gxkfgpv"pggf"hqt"
common efforts to help the societies of the Member States to cope with this huge challenge and to avoid 

austerity.

Kp"kvu"Itggp"Rcrgt.ÐFaced with demographic change, a new solidarity between the generationsÑ"*EQO"
4227.";6"Ýpcn+."vjg"Eqookuukqp"eqpenwfgu"vjcv"kp"qtfgt"vq"hceg"wr"vq"fgoqitcrjke"ejcpig."Gwtqrg"ujqwnf"
rwtuwg"vjtgg"guugpvkcn"rtkqtkvkgu<

/" vq"tgvwtp"vq"fgoqitcrjke"itqyvj=

- to ensure a balance between the generations, in the sharing of time throughout life, in the distribution of the 

dgpgÝvu"qh"itqyvj."cpf"kp"vjcv"qh"hwpfkpi"pggfu"uvgookpi"htqo"rgpukqpu"cpf"jgcnvj/tgncvgf"gzrgpfkvwtg=

/" vq" Ýpf" pgy" dtkfigu" dgvyggp" vjg" uvcigu" qh" nkhg." rctvkewnctn{" dgvyggp" geqpqoke" cevkxkv{" cpf" kpcevkxkv{0"
[qwpi"rgqrng"uvknn"Ýpf"kv"fkhÝewnv"vq"igv"kpvq"gornq{ogpv0"Cp"kpetgcukpi"pwodgt"qh"Ð{qwpi"tgvktgguÑ"ycpv"
to participate in social and economic life. Study time is getting longer and young working people want to 

spend time with their children.

In recent years, migration has become the main factor behind demographic growth in the EU. The Treaty 

qh"Couvgtfco"guvcdnkujgf"Eqoowpkv{"eqorgvgpeg"kp"vjg"Ýgnfu"qh"immigration and asylum. The Tampere 

Gwtqrgcp" Eqwpekn" kp" 3;;;" ecnngf" hqt" vjg" fgxgnqrogpv" qh" rctvpgtujkr" ykvj" eqwpvtkgu" qh" qtkikp." c" eqooqp"
Gwtqrgcp"cu{nwo"u{uvgo."hckt"vtgcvogpv"qh"vjktf"eqwpvt{"pcvkqpcnu"cpf"ocpcigogpv"qh"okitcvkqp"Þqyu0"Vjg"
Jciwg"rtqitcoog"*4227Î32+"yknn"eqpvkpwg"vjg"yqtm"qp"kpetgcugf"jctoqpkucvkqp"qh"kookitcvkqp"cpf"cu{nwo"
systems and policies. 

Key facts

ÿ Fwtkpi"vjg"ncuv"hqwt"fgecfgu."vjg"rqrwncvkqp"qh"vjg"47"eqwpvtkgu"qh"vqfc{Óu"Gwtqrgcp"Wpkqp"jcu"itqyp"htqo"
qxgt"598"oknnkqp"rgtuqpu"*3;82+"vq"cnoquv"457 million persons"*4226+0"

ÿ Fgxgnqrogpv"cpf"eqorqukvkqp"qh"vjg"rqrwncvkqp"itqyvj"kp"Gwtqrg"jcu"xctkgf"ukipkÝecpvn{"qxgt"vjg"{gctu0"
Wpvkn"vjg"gpf"qh"vjg"3;:2u."vjg"Ðnatural increaseÑ"*nkxg"dktvju"okpwu"fgcvju+"ycu"d{"hct"vjg"oclqt"eqorqpgpv"
of population growth. However, there has been a sustained decline of the “natural increase” since the early 

3;82u0"Qp"vjg"qvjgt"jcpf."kpvgtpcvkqpcn"migration has gained importance to become the major force of 

rqrwncvkqp"itqyvj"htqo"vjg"dgikppkpi"qh"vjg"3;;2u"qpyctfu"*Itcrj3+0

ÿ C"oclqt"tgcuqp"hqt"vjg"unqyfqyp"qh"vjg"Ðpcvwtcn"kpetgcugÑ"qh"vjg"rqrwncvkqp"ku"vjg"hcev"vjcv."qp"cxgtcig"cpf"
qxgt"vkog."vjg"kpjcdkvcpvu"qh"vjg"GW"jcxg"hgygt"ejknftgp0"Kp"vjg"47"eqwpvtkgu"vjcv"vqfc{"hqto"vjg"Gwtqrgcp"
Union, the total fertility tcvg"jcu"fgenkpgf"htqo"c"ngxgn"qh"cdqxg"407"kp"vjg"gctn{"3;82u"vq"c"ngxgn"qh"cdqwv"
307"kp"3;;7."yjgtg"kv"jcu"tgockpgf"ukpeg *Itcrj"4+0"Hqt"eqorctkuqp<"kp"vjg"oqtg"fgxgnqrgf"rctvu"qh"vjg"
world today, a total fertility rate of 2.1 children per woman is considered to be the replacement level, in 

other words, the level at which a population would remain stable in the long run if there was no inward or 

outward migration.

ÿ Life expectancy cv"dktvj"jcu"kpetgcugf"fwg"vq"dgvvgt"ektewouvcpegu"qh"nkhg"cpf"ogfkecn"rtqitguu"*Vcdng"3+0"
Kp"vjg"eqwpvtkgu"qh"vqfc{Óu"GW/47."c"pgydqtp"iktn"ecp"gzrgev"vq"nkxg"qxgt":3"{gctu"*3;82<"dgnqy"95"{gctu+."
c"dq{"cdqwv"97"{gctu"*3;82<"89"{gctu+0

ÿ Vjg"nqy"hgtvknkv{"ngxgnu."eqodkpgf"ykvj"cp"gzvgpfgf"nqpigxkv{"cpf"vjg"hcev"vjcv"vjg"dcd{"dqqogtu"yknn"tgcej"
retirement age, results in a demographic ageing of the EU population. The share of the older generation 

is increasing while that of those of working age is decreasing. The “old age dependency ratio” relates to the 

rqrwncvkqp"kp"tgvktgogpv"cig"vq"vjg"qpg"kp"yqtmkpi"cig0"Kh"tgvktgogpv"cig"ku"crrtqzkocvgf"d{"Ð82"{gctu"cpf"
qxgtÑ"cpf"yqtmkpi"cig"d{"Ð42"vq"7;"{gctuÑ."cpf"kh"ewttgpv"vtgpfu"rtgxckn"wpvkn"4272."cp{qpg"kp"jku"yqtmkpi"
cig"vjgp"okijv"jcxg"vq"rtqxkfg"hqt"cdqwv"vykeg"cu"ocp{"tgvktgf"rgqrng"cu"ku"wuwcn"vqfc{0"Ykvj"c"rquvrqpgf"
tgvktgogpv"cig"vjg"wpfgtn{kpi"rtqdngo"tgockpu."dwv"kvu"ghhgev"okijv"dg"nguu"uvkpikpi"*Itcrj"5+0
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6. Demography and migration

Table 1: Demographic indicators for the EU-25 (1)

Indicator Unit 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2004 (2)

Total population millions 598 629 426 65; 673 679

Share in the world population "' 12 11 32 8 9 9

Vqvcn"hgtvknkv{"tcvg"*5+ 2.6 405 30; 1.6 307 307

Nkhg"gzrgevcpe{"*4+"qh"iktnu years 9408 9606 980: 9:0: :20: :305

Nkhg"gzrgevcpe{"*4+"qh"dq{u years 8903 8:02 8;0: 9309 9606 960;

Ujctg"kp"vjg"vqvcn"rqrwncvkqp"d{"cig"itqwr< "' 322 322 322 322 322 322

2"vq"3; "' 5408 5407 5204 4807 4508 4407

42"vq"7; "' 7408 7207 7407 7605 7706 770:

82"cpf"qxgt "' 14.8 3902 3905 3;04 4302 4309

Qnf"cig"fgrgpfgpe{"tcvkq"*tgvktgogpv"82-+"*7+ "' 28.2 550: 540; 5705 590; 5;02

Qnf"cig"fgrgpfgpe{"tcvkq"*tgvktgogpv"87-+"*6+ "' 3906 4302 4602 4505 470; 4902

*1+"" Ciitgicvg"eqortkukpi"vjg"47"eqwpvtkgu"vjcv"vqfc{"hqto"vjg"Gwtqrgcp"Wpkqp0

*2+" Kpenwfgu"guvkocvgu0

*5+"" Cxgtcig"pwodgt"qh"ejknftgp"vjcv"yqwnf"dg"dqtp"vq"c"yqocp"fwtkpi"jgt"nkhgvkog"kh"ujg"ygtg"vq"rcuu"vjtqwij"jgt"

ejknfdgctkpi"{gctu"eqphqtokpi"vq"vjg"cig/urgekÝe"hgtvknkv{"tcvgu"vjcv"jcxg"dggp"ogcuwtgf"kp"c"ikxgp"{gct0

*4+"" Nkhg"gzrgevcpe{"cv"dktvj0

*7+"" Rqrwncvkqp"cigf"82"cpf"qxgt"tgncvgf"vq"rqrwncvkqp"cigf"dgvyggp"42"cpf"7;0

*6+"" Rqrwncvkqp"cigf"87"cpf"qxgt"tgncvgf"vq"rqrwncvkqp"cigf"dgvyggp"42"cpf"860
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